
Curriculum Vitae for                      Colin A. Smith  BA,  DEML
Personal Information:  

Address: 12 Learmonth Gardens, Edinburgh, EH4 1HB                                           Tel: 0131 332 6065

Date and Place of Birth: 10/07/1962, Balikpapan, Indonesia                      email: colin.smith@filtran.co.uk

Nationality: British    Marital Status: Married

Driving Licence: EU, Clean

Education & Training: 

The Edinburgh Academy 1971-1979 – 5 SCE Highers and 3 GCE ‘A’ levels

Edinburgh University 1980-83 – BA General Degree in French, Classical Arabic, & Islamic History

Napier University 1985-86 – Postgraduate DEML (Dip. European Marketing & Lang. - French & Spanish)

Liverpool Cotton Association – May 1987 – Raw Cotton classing & marketing course

Work History

Dec. 2004 – Filtran Trade & Translation Services - Edinburgh

Launched service offering high quality translation services for business, financial and legal topics from French and Arabic to English. Created website at www.filtran.co.uk. Recent projects include:

· Company statutes for the Aèroport Blaise Diagne, Dakar, Senegal 

· A PWC Independent auditor’s report for a French multinational pharmaceutical group

· 50k word ‘The 2005 10th Development Plan, Tunisia’ (Arabic, co-translated & proofread)

· Report on Yemeni labour regulations for women and minors

· Report on Iranian acquisition of nuclear weapons (AlArabOnline.org)

· Egypt’s Presidential elections

· 16k word ‘Convention d’Etablissement, République de Niger’ for AIM listed oil & gas producer

2002 - Jan 2005 – Stockbridge Associates LLP – Edinburgh

Established Limited Liability Partnership of three executives in Purchasing, Sales & Accounting rôles. Negotiated and managed Trade Finance facilities of £0.5m with HSBC Bank plc. Created firm’s website at www.cyberyarn.net.

Stockbridge Associates imported and distributed over 1200 tonnes per annum of raw materials for the UK textile and pharmaceutical industries. Due to sharp decline in the UK customer base of manufacturers during 2004, the firm closed down in 2005.

1995 -2002 – Filtec (UK) – Nottingham

Proprietor, commercial brokerage representing Far East Polymer & fibre manufacturers and European commodity traders. Developed annual sales from start up to £3m by 1998, with overseas sales in Pakistan & Morocco. Designed and developed real-time web-based trading exchange for synthetic fibre for Comdaq Ltd, London (www.comdaq.com)

1990-1994  - Landauer Ltd – London ( www.landauergroup.co.uk )

Manager, Yarn Division – Established new division for the company, trading raw cotton and synthetic yarn between Asian producers and buyers in UK & Portugal. Developed profitable sales of £2.9m by 1994.

1986-1989 – Bunzl & Biach (British) Ltd – London

Trader, Raw Cotton Division – Traded in raw cotton and by-products from Egypt & Far East to pharmaceutical, papermaking and textile sectors in UK and France. Introduced Egyptian cotton yarn as new product line for the company.

1983-1985 – Institut Technologique d’Enseignment - Algeria المعهد التكنولوجي للتربية، المدية، الجزاءر
English Teacher – taught English to trainee middle school teachers in the Algerian state education system.

The job required considerable development of syllabus and teaching materials, as none were provided.


Cont/

Key Skills & Interests

Communication

Strong communication skills, able to analyse and convey complex sets of information with clarity. Excellent writing skills. Broad cultural sensitivies based on overseas experience, and working over a long period with Asian business communities in the UK.   

Negotiation

Skilled negotiator based on 18 years experience buying, selling and broking commodities and raw materials internationally, dealing with major conglomerates in Korea, Malaysia, China, Indonesia, state owned enterprises in Egypt & Tanzania, and private and family-run businesses in North Africa and Europe. 

Banking & Finance

Experienced in negotiating, setting up and managing complete packages of bank facilities including Trade Finance, Invoice Finance and online account management banking systems such as HSBC Hexagon, Ledgerline, RBSCS ‘Facflow’, Bibby Factors' 'E3' etc. Familiar with all processes of international trade banking e.g. Letters of Credit, shipping documentation, &c. 

IT experience

Early adopter of IT for trading & sales management. Excellent Lotus/Excel spreadsheet skills with some experience of VB programming and website creation using Macromedia Dreamweaver. Familiar with MS & Lotus office suites, & Linux equivalents, and CAT (Computer Assisted Translation) programmes such as TRADOS, Wordfast,  &c. 

Proposed, designed and assisted in launch of world's first synthetic fibre & filament online trading exchange in 1999 on behalf of Comdaq Ltd ( www.comdaq.com ). Designed online Inventory & Sales Management system for Comdaq in 2002.

Languages

Fluent French. Good working knowledge of written & spoken Arabic (Modern Standard & North African dialects). Basic Spanish & German. Experienced in management-level negotiation in French & Arabic.

I have recently set up as a specialised translator of business & finance texts from French and Arabic into English.

Writing & Literature

Currently writing a number of short stories about Edinburgh, and a history of the French colonisation of North Africa. I read extensively in French and am particularly interested in Middle East cultural and historical affairs.  In English I read contemporary authors such as Ian McEwan and William Boyd.

Music

Winner of Blair Cup for Pipe Band drumming for 5 consecutive years 1974 – 1979. Member Edinburgh Youth Orchestra 1976 & 1977, percussion section. I am an accomplished jazz drummer, but am currently a member of The Really Terrible Orchestra (www.thereallyterribleorchestra.com), Edinburgh. 
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